
1
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Channels Freeview 65 or Sky 582
Live online: watch.tbnuk.tv/videos/live

Mercy Ships Televised Christmas Carol Concert 

Friday 17th December 2021 at 7pm
Repeat: 18th December at 5pm 

Traditional and 
contemporary 

Christmas carols, 
sung by London 

Community Gospel 
Choir

Live online: watch.tbnuk.tv/videos/live
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Thank you for joining us for the Mercy 
Ships Together with Africa Christmas 
Carol Concert. 

The eyes of the world have once again focused on hospitals and valued medical 
key workers over the last 12 months. So, in many ways, we are all more aware 
of the value of healthcare and what happens when it’s stretched to the limit. 

Sadly, this remains the daily reality for two thirds of the world, who cannot 
access safe surgery and medical care when they need it most. This is why, even 
at the height of the pandemic, Mercy Ships remained committed to providing 
vital medical services and free surgery to the poorest people in Africa. We were 
honoured to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with 14 nations, providing life-saving 
PPE and joining the effort to supply vaccines for key workers and the most 
vulnerable people across West and Central Africa.

Despite the challenges of a global pandemic, we worked closely with 
partners and local medical staff in-country, sending volunteers to support 
and strengthen hospitals with training, critical medical supplies and surgical 
procedures.

In Guinea, for instance, we mentored dentists who were able to offer free 
dental care. In Liberia, we delivered training on anaesthesia machines for 
operations. In Senegal, we led a sustainable agriculture project. And in Uganda, 
we sent expert volunteers to help CURE International perform life-saving 
surgery for disabled babies and children.

Founded in 1978 by Don and Deyon 
Stephens, Mercy Ships is a faith-

based organisation that follows the 
2,000-year-old model of Jesus. Bringing 

hope and healing through hospital 
ships and in-country training has been 

the mission of Mercy Ships for more 
than 40 years. Thanks to your support, 

those suffering from painful and 
preventable diseases can find the care 

they desperately need. 

Mercy Ships seeks to transform 
individuals' lives and strengthen 

healthcare systems, leaving a lasting 
legacy in every nation we partner with. 

The global impact of COVID-19 has 
touched everyone and only deepened 

the surgery crisis. 

mercyships.org.uk
01438 727800

info@mercyships.org.uk 
Mercy Ships UK, The Lighthouse,  

12 Meadway Court, Stevenage SG1 2EF

Registered Charity No: 1053055.  
Registered Charity in Scotland No. SC039743.  
Company No: 3147724 (England and Wales)
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In total, Mercy Ships performed over 11,000 surgical and dental procedures 
and trained more than 700 local medical professionals throughout 2021. 

Unity, empowerment, and partnership are guiding tenets of our approach, so 
when healthcare systems were put under unprecedented strain and pressure, we 
continued in our work to help those in greatest need.

I am filled with admiration and gratitude for each and every volunteer who offered 
their time and professional skills so generously and with such dedication during 
another challenging year. 

Here we stand at the gateway to 2022, a new year filled with hope and possibility, 
thanks in large part to healthcare workers all over the world. At Mercy Ships we are 
looking forward to 2022 and sending the largest purpose-built teaching-hospital 
ship to African shores, where trainee surgeons and patients are eagerly awaiting 
our arrival.

I do hope you’ll join us on the journey, as the Global Mercy volunteers reach double 
the patients and provide double the training, to leave a lasting legacy of improved 
healthcare for generations to come. And we will do all this – Together with Africa. 

Please enjoy the concert this evening, as we celebrate the reason for the season – 
Jesus. And I wish you a very happy, peaceful and hopeful Christmas.

Joanne Balaam 
Chief Executive Officer 
Mercy Ships UK
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Reverend Celia Apeagyei-Collins 

Ropa Rusere 

Shermara Fletcher

Dominic White

Emily Day

Darren Richards

Welcome from Ropa Rusere

Song: O Come All Ye Faithful
London Community Gospel Choir

Message and reading from Darren Richards

Song: Noel
Dani Miche

Song: Once in Royal David’s City 
Emmanuel Smith

Message from Shermara Fletcher 

Song: Joy to the world – 
London Community Gospel Choir

Interview with volunteers Dominic White 
and Emily Day

Reading from Emily Day

Song: Heavenly Lord & Oluwa E Tobi 
hymn medley

London Community Gospel Choir

Closing prayer from Reverend Celia Apeagyei-Collins

Song: Hark the Herald Angels Sing  
Jacy Mai

Order of Service
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We would sincerely like to thank 
everyone who made it possible 
for us to celebrate Christmas 
Together with Africa through our 
televised carol concert this year. 

A huge thank you to the very talented musicians and 
artists for their renditions of classic carols, to our 
speakers and our readers, and to many others behind 
the scenes.

Special thanks go to TBNUK’s wonderful team, from 
the producers and set crew, to the sound team and the 
camera operators. These gifted professionals worked 
incredibly hard to make the Together with Africa carol 
concert happen.

Thank you!
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Ropa Rusere
Ropa Rusere is Volunteer Recruitment Manager for Mercy 
Ships UK. Having spent her formative years in Zimbabwe in a 
community of international medical volunteers, her passion 
has always been to serve the “widows and orphans,” and to 
improve the quality of life of the most vulnerable across Africa.

Reverend Celia Apeagyei-Collins
Reverend Celia Apeagyei-Collins is the Founder and President of 
the Rehoboth Foundation, an organisation offering Leadership 
and Vision Development and Mentoring programmes, Executive 
Coaching and Business Strategy services. She is an international 
keynote speaker and her work is in ever-increasing global demand 
extending to 30 countries. Reverend Celia holds the conviction 
that everyone has a specific gifting as well as sphere of influence 
within which to effect spiritual change, social reform and 
economic development.

Darren Richards
Darren Richards is Director of Engagement on the Mercy Ships 
UK leadership team. As an author, speaker and broadcaster, 
Darren’s passion is mobilising others to follow the model of Jesus, 
bringing hope and healing to the world’s poor (Matthew 25:40). 
He has also volunteered in charitable projects in Malawi, Kenya 
and South Africa. He is married to Caroline and they have nine-
year-old twin boys.
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Shermara Fletcher 
Shermara Fletcher is the Principal Officer for Pentecostal, 
Charismatic and Multi-Cultural Relations at Churches Together 
in England. She is also a Patron of the London Refugee Fund and 
WFWP International Peace Ambassador. Shermara enjoys the 
theatre, music and photography and thoroughly applauds the 
work that Mercy Ships is doing to bring aid to countries affected 
by extreme poverty. 

Emily Day  
Emily Day has been Nursing since 2010 and she has worked 
within the Critical Care field since 2012. She served with Mercy 
Ships as a Nurse for ten weeks in 2019 in Dakar, Senegal. She 
remembers walking up the gangway to board the Africa Mercy 
and being greeted at the top by many smiley faces - especially 
the reception staff. As critical care can be extremely challenging, 
she enjoys seeing friends, gardening and is also part of a choir. 
In addition to her time with Mercy Ships in Senegal, Emily has 
also volunteered as a nurse in Tanzania and the Gambia. 

Dominic White  
Dominic White is an Officer of the Watch, which means he drives 
ships for a living. He came to Mercy Ships as a Third Officer on 
the Africa Mercy shortly after gaining his qualifications, giving 
him a unique opportunity to gain valuable work experience. 
This helped him secure a job after leaving the ship and he now 
works onboard a tugboat on the River Thames. He is looking 
forward to spending Christmas with all his family after having 
to celebrate it apart last year. Dominic hopes to return to serve 
with Mercy Ships again soon.
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Can you imagine not being able to receive care when 
you desperately need surgery to change — or even 
save — your life? 

This is the reality for billions around the world. In the 
countries Mercy Ships operates, 9 out of 10 people are 
living without access to medical care and surgery. We have 
the NHS, but for thousands of Africans there is no help. 
But there is always hope on the horizon. 

Marie Madeleine before and after her surgery onboard the Africa Mercy.

Lives  
Transformed

Marie Madeleine's  
story

For children like Marie Madeleine, that hope arrived in 
the form of the Africa Mercy. When she was a child, she 
developed an abnormally tight muscle contracture in 
her leg. As she grew, her knee hyperextended backward, 
leaving her with a severe limp when she walked. Despite 
this difficulty, Marie Madeleine continued making the short 
journey to school, where she was determined to learn. 

However, her family feared her condition would hold her 
back from reaching her full potential. 

“My hope is for her to be like every other girl with a backpack 
going to school,” said Marie’s grandmother. “But we couldn’t 
afford surgery, so we just waited for a miracle.” 

One day, that miracle arrived as the Africa Mercy docked 
in the Port of Dakar. On the eve of her operation, Marie 
Madeleine talked about her “new life,” envisioning all of the 
possibilities that lie ahead of her. After a successful surgery 
onboard, she was ready to begin rehabilitation. 

“ My hope is for her to be like 
every other girl with a backpack 
going to school.”

T O G E T H E R  W I T H  A F R I C A
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Several months after her arrival at the Africa Mercy, the 
bright 13-year-old girl with the triumphant smile and 
straight legs was ready to go home and back to school! 

The day after she arrived in her village, Marie Madeleine 
was back in the classroom. Her classmates asked her, “How 
come your leg changed?” 

Marie simply replied, “We love God. God has healed me, and 
His plan for me is to walk like this now.” 

After Marie Madeleine’s surgery, her grandmother’s hopes 
have come true! 

“I am so happy to see her going to school with straight legs,” 
she said. “Everything is okay now!” 

Her Mercy Ships journey may be finished, but she has the 
rest of her life ahead! 

This Christmas, why not delight your loved ones by 
giving them a meaningful gift that can transform a life 
like Marie Madeleine’s?  

The ‘Gifts of Hope’ from Mercy Ships has everything from 
UV glasses and bandages to surgical tools and training, 
to help some of the 2 out of 3 people who do not have 
access to safe, affordable surgery when they need it. A 
beautiful card and envelope will be posted to you so you 
can give it to a loved one; a touching Christmas gift they 
can treasure. 

 

Supporters like you helped to 
provide the operation that Marie 
Madeleine needed. Thank you!

Visit www.mercyships.org.uk/gift to restore hope to those who 
have been living in pain, isolation and fear this Christmas. 

http://www.mercyships.org.uk/gift
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Thank you for joining 
us to celebrate 
Christmas Together 
with Africa. 

In 2022, our brand-new hospital 
ship the Global Mercy will be 
launched, becoming the largest 
ship of its kind in the world — 
with more than 200 volunteer 
roles to choose from. 

It takes a village to run a hospital ship of this size and 
your skills could make a huge difference. 

Why not make a new year’s resolution to embark on 
a professional adventure and help change lives? 

There are a variety of roles to choose from, 
including:

Anaesthetists
Audio-Visual Technicians 
Electricians
Engineering Officers
HVAC/R Engineers and Technicians
IT Service Desk Analysts
Paediatric Nurses
Teachers (Primary & Secondary)
Theatre Nurses

Just visit: mercyships.org.uk/TBN 
to find out more and start your 
adventure.

http://mercyships.org.uk/TBN
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Thank you for joining us

Registered Charity No: 1053055  Registered Charity in Scotland No. SC039743 
Company No: 3147724 (England and Wales)

Have a joyful and peaceful Christmas

Mercy Ships UK Ltd, The Lighthouse, 12 Meadway Court, Stevenage, SG1 2EF
t: 01438 727800   e: info@mercyships.org.uk   

www.mercyships.org.uk

http://www.mercyships.org.uk

