MERCY SHIPS CAROLS AT HOME 2020

Mercy Ships Carols
A T

H O M E

Wednesday 16th December, 2020 at 7:30pm
Featuring special guests from around the world

Freeview Channel 65
Sky Channel 582
Live online: watch.tbnuk.tv/videos/live
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Welcome

Through our partnership with TBN UK this year, we are so
thankful for the opportunity to join with our Mercy Ships
family all around the world to reflect on the miracle of
transformed lives and celebrate the birth of Jesus.
Whilst COVID has stopped many things, it has not stopped us showing
mercy. Mercy Ships has been busy providing critical support and training
to 11 African nations with the most fragile health systems, including key
donations of PPE. Meanwhile, our in-land clinics continue to provide free
medical care to those in desperate need, such as dental procedures and
restorative surgeries for women who were injured during unassisted
labours at home due to the pandemic. Our expert trainers have also
been providing Covid courses and online mentoring programmes this
year. Finally, our brand-new hospital ship, Global Mercy, is nearing
completion and will be setting sail very soon!

Mercy Ships operates the largest charityrun hospital ship in the world, delivering
free, vital medical care to some of the
world’s least-developed countries.
This floating hospital is staffed almost
entirely by volunteers, who give their
expertise for free to help treat dental
and eye problems, cleft lips and palates,
tumours, club feet, childbirth injuries,
burns and various other conditions.
Since 1978, Mercy Ships has visited 56
countries, providing services worth more
than £1.3 billion that have directly helped
more than 2.8 million people. We have
also trained 49,000 local professionals in
their areas of expertise to leave a legacy
that lasts.

I want to thank you for downloading this Order of Service and joining
with us for our candlelit Christmas Carols at Home on TBN UK.
Whether you watch on television (Freeview channel 65 or Sky 582),
or live online, at 7:30pm on the 16th of December, we are very glad to
celebrate Christmas with you, together with our crew, honoured guests
and readers. We are all part of one Mercy Ships family and, because of
your kindness, lives are being changed in Africa.
All that remains is for me to wish you and your family a safe, peaceful
and happy Christmas. Thank you for your prayers and partnership this
year, as we look forward to the hope and healing that 2021 will bring.

mercyships.org.uk
01438 727800
info@mercyships.org.uk
Mercy Ships UK, The Lighthouse,
12 Meadway Court, Stevenage SG1 2EF

Joanne Baalam
Executive Director
Mercy Ships UK

Registered Charity No: 1053055.
Registered Charity in Scotland No. SC039743.
Company No: 3147724 (England and Wales)
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Mercy Ships Memory Trees
Christmas is a time to remember those we have loved and
lost with fondness, celebrating their lives and recalling
cherished memories. We are honoured to be sharing in
and honouring the memory of your loved one on our
beautiful Memory Trees.
We invited you, our amazing supporters, volunteers,
and friends to write the name of your loved one and an
optional message on a Christmas bauble to hang on our
trees. What an incredible and moving response we’ve had!
So many people chose to return these precious memories
for the trees which will be standing proudly right behind
the speakers and readers at the Christmas Carol Service
and on another tree in our team office in Stevenage.
It is an honour to be part of your Christmas in this way
and to be entrusted with the memories of those most
important to you.

Thank you!
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Reverend Yemi Adedeji

Order of service
Blessing from Reverend Yemi Adedeji

Darren Richards

Carol: Once in Royal Davids City
Welcome from Darren Richards
Carol: O come all ye faithful
Introduction to Mercy Ships

Don and Deyon Stephens

Message from Don Stephens
First reading from Deyon Stephens
Carol: O Magnum Mysterium
Rosa Whittaker

Message from Rosa Whitaker
Second reading from Dr. Sarah Kwok
Carol: Joy to the World

Dr Sarah Kwok

Christmas Address from Dr. Gary Parker
Vernel’s story
Third reading from Reverend Debbie Hodge
Carol: O little town of Bethlehem

Dr Gary Parker

Closing carol: Hark the Herald Angels sing
Blessing from Reverend Yemi Adedeji

Reverend Debbie Hodge
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Thank you

We would like to express our most sincere
thanks to the talented singers and musicians
who have made the Mercy Ships Carols at
Home so special.
The Choir Director, Simon Lole, brought
together a choir especially for Mercy Ships and
we couldn’t be more grateful. Simon has many
years of experience creating beautiful choral
performances having previously worked on
Songs of praise and with the singer Aled Jones.
Simon Lole - Choir Director
Pippa Hyde
Ellie Gregory
Vanessa Heine
Ian Aitkenhead
Matthew Sandy
Richard Dowling
David Tilley
Lawrence White
David Poulter - Organist

Thank you to Christ Church Chorleywood, who
very kindly let us use their building to film this
special event.

Thank you to TBN UK
The Carols at Home service would not be possible without the wonderful
crew from TBN UK. The Producer, Emily, Director, Daniel, and all the
technicians and television professionals, including the camera men,
lighting crew, set up team, all worked tirelessly to create this event. On the
filming day all the speakers were so impressed that the crew were still able
to work professionally whilst wearing PPE and maintaining social distance.
Thank you to everyone involved.
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Your host for the evening: Darren Richards
Darren is Head of Engagement for Mercy Ships UK. As an author,
speaker and broadcaster, Darren’s passion is mobilising others to
follow the model of Jesus and bring hope and healing to the world’s
poor (Matthew 25:40). Darren is married to Caroline and they have
8-year-old twin boys.

Don and Deyon Stephens
Don, along with his wife Deyon, founded Mercy Ships. In 1969, they
left the United States to do youth work in Switzerland. They then
went on an incredible journey of faith – one of the highlights was the
birth of Mercy Ships in 1978. A year later, they moved onboard the
Anastasis with their three children, and were joined by a fourth child
in 1982. After living onboard for ten years, the family relocated to
East Texas to develop Mercy Ships as we know it today.

Reverend Yemi Adejedi
Yemi is an ordained Anglican Priest with the Diocese of London and
a Pastor at Jesus House. He has visited the Africa Mercy and seen for
himself the life changing work that takes place onboard.
“Is there a better way to communicate the Gospel than one who
was blind, but now they can see?”

Rosa Whittaker
Rosa became the Global President of Mercy Ships in 2018.
She is a passionate champion for creating solutions to address
poverty and promoting prosperity across some of the poorest regions
in Africa.
Having worked for many years as a senior member of Bill Clintons
administration in the USA, Rosa now lives with her husband in Ghana.
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Reverend Debbie Hodge
Debbie is a long-term supporter of Mercy Ships and served as the
President of Rotary GB&I. She was instrumental in Rotary’s recordbreaking global grant to fund equipment for the new ship, the Global
Mercy. We are so grateful for Debbie’s tireless work championing
Mercy Ships and strengthening our relationship with Rotarians.

Dr Sarah Kwok
Sarah first volunteered with Mercy Ships for two weeks as an
anaesthetist in Guinea in 2018 but quickly decided to return for a
longer stay onboard.
After the pandemic hit, Sarah remained onboard as acting Chief
Medical Officer. She is now spending Christmas with her family in
London before returning to the ship next year.
“I first heard about Mercy Ships in medical school way back when
and fell in love with the mission of the organisation.”

Dr Gary Parker
Dr Gary Parker has volunteered for Mercy Ships for over 30 years.
He has treated thousands of patients in that time in his role as Chief
Medical Officer and maxillofacial surgeon.
Dr Gary met his wife Susan whilst serving onboard and the couple
have raised their children on the ship.
“For Hope to be credible in the future, it needs to be tangible in
the present.”
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Meet Vernel

Vernel is a wily six-year-old who is probably up to
something that he’ll most likely get away with. Why will he
get away with it? Because when he looks up at you, with
that lovable, mischievous grin, he mesmerises you with
his sweetness. Your only conscious thought is about how
adorable he is. Were you about to reprimand him? You
can’t remember.
We call this “The Vernel Effect.”
Vernel’s story begins in a fishing village eight hours
from Congo’s port city of Pointe Noire. The cleft on the
right side of his upper lip revealed his pink gums and front
teeth as it stretched toward his nostril. Vernel was bullied
for looking different. The other children in their village
teased him to the point that he would come home crying.

Supporters like you helped to
provide the operation that Vernel
needed. Thank you!

Vernel’s father brought him to the Africa Mercy, a
specialised surgical hospital ship staffed by volunteers
from over 40 nations. In an environment where people
with cleft lips are embraced, Vernel quickly came into
his own. He never had to worry about being teased; the
crew loved Vernel from the moment he stepped into the
Admissions Tent. We made him balloons, we let him play
with the Djembe drums, and we discovered that he is a
clown in front of the camera. On this ship in Africa, Vernel
finally found his audience: our volunteers who have eyes to
see beyond his deformity. By the time surgeons repaired
Vernel’s cleft lip, he’d forgotten he had it.
But Vernel couldn’t stay on the ship forever. Eventually,
he had to return home.
Vernel’s village had no idea what they were in for.
When it was time for Vernel to be discharged, he called
his grandmother to tell her he was coming home. “I’m a
handsome boy now,” he said.
Vernel was not the first (or the last) patient to undergo
a transformation here. But history will remember the crew
onboard the Africa Mercy in Congo as the enablers of The
Vernel Effect. It was because of the love shown to him that
he realised his charm.

Vernel before and after his surgery onboard the Africa Mercy.

Give a gift today to transform
more lives like Vernel’s
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We really hope that you enjoy this very special Mercy Ships carol service.
If you would like to give a gift this Christmas to help save and change the
lives of future patients, then please click here to make a donation:

www.mercyships.org.uk/tbn

Thank you
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