Act Justly,

Walk Humbly with your God.
Micah 6:8

Dear church leader,
What would the ideal overseas partner look
like for your church?
There are three things church leaders often look for in
an overseas partner:
1. Gospel-centred where Jesus is followed and the
Kingdom is advanced.
2. P
 ersonal connection to inspire church members and
provide a personal link.
3. Something for everyone a partner that can offer
something for the whole church family.
Mercy Ships is committed to meeting all three of your needs.
We aim to empower everyone in your church to follow the
model of Jesus, bringing hope and healing to the poor.

I can’t think of a better example of Heaven on earth...
Mercy Ships operate the largest charity hospital ship in the world. We bring free surgery and medical
care to the world’s poorest people. 50% of the world’s population live within 100 miles of the coast, so
a ship is the best way to deliver a state-of-the-art hospital to places where healthcare is non-existent.
In sub-Saharan Africa, 93% of people live without access to medical care and surgery. Children who
live in poverty, like Gamai, are most at risk:

Gamai’s story
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Gamai’s mother had put some water on to boil
rice when her one-year-old toddled past and fell
over, pulling the boiling hot water over herself.
Her parents heard little Gamai’s screams, but all
they could afford was a tube of basic ointment.
Gamai’s burns were painful and were not able
to heal properly. As she grew, her arms fused
at the elbow and the scarred skin contracted
her fingers. Other children would mock Gamai,
making her cry.
Gamai is not alone...

In low-income countries, 80% of children
will need treatment for a surgical condition
before the age of 15.
Gamai and thousands like her suffer needlessly from completely
treatable conditions, such as life-threatening facial tumours,
bowed legs, cleft palates and curable blindness. Many are called
‘cursed’ when they go out in public, and every day they are forced
to endure rejection and humiliation.
In the UK, we rarely see diseases of poverty like this, but in West
Africa a lack of affordable medical care turns treatable conditions
into diseases that cause misery and even kill. 17 million people
a year die needlessly from conditions that could be treated by
surgery. Lack of access to surgery kills more people than HIV/
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, put together.

Mercy Ships has a
three tier approach:
1. We reduce the immediate
backlog of surgical patients.
2. We mentor and train local
healthcare professionals.
The people we train keep on
training others long after
we’re gone.
3. We renovate hospitals and
medical buildings and leave
behind brand new equipment.

Can you imagine if your own child was
scalded with boiling water and you couldn’t
call 999?

Each country we visit has
invited us to come and a fifth
of the crew are from Africa. We
work alongside every Ministry
of Health to leave a lasting
legacy.

It’s almost unthinkable to imagine the panic and fear you would
feel; the sickening sense of injustice.

Everything is free!

The Surgery Crisis is a global injustice. But it’s an injustice the
Church can change by partnering with Mercy Ships. We heal cleft
lips so babies can feed, straighten bowed legs so children can
walk, repair cataracts so people can see, and remove tumours
saving people from suffocation.
It’s the Church that makes all this possible: Mercy Ships is
supported by Partner Churches and our ships are crewed entirely
by volunteers. Only HALF of the roles onboard are medical.
Each person plays their part, whether they’re
wearing a boiler-suit below decks or serving
in the operating theatre dressed in scrubs.
Does your church have a teacher, a mechanic,
a hair stylist, an IT specialist, an accountant,
a housekeeper, or even an engineer?
Four years after her accident, Gamai finally
received the surgery she needed. Mercy
Ships provided everything free of charge,
from the surgery itself, to dressings,
pain relief, and physio. Today, nobody
is laughing at Gamai – she runs around
with a beaming smile. Gamai can finally
raise her arms above her head and open
out her hands.

In more ways than one,
Gamai can now reach higher
than ever before!
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We know God’s heart breaks for the poor and the sick… Jesus
began His ministry declaring: “good news to the poor” (Luke 4:18)
and spent time with the destitute, blind, deaf and lame. For over
40 years, Mercy Ships has worked with churches to follow this
model of Jesus, literally helping the lame walk and the blind see!

This is the difference your church can make,
for children like Gamai.
Driven by our values of loving God, loving others and acting with
integrity, we offer to pray with every patient and worship on the
wards every day. Chaplains also hold services where patients
who were once blind hear a Bible story and give thanks in their
own language.
Honestly, I can’t think of a better example of Heaven on earth
than this hospital on a ship - crewed by volunteers.
Every morning these volunteers share devotions and pray
together, then serve God with their professional skills. It is
Matthew 25 in action, where Jesus says “I was sick and you
looked after me” (v31-46).

“I tell them that they are
human - that they are valued.
I tell them it’s not their fault.
I tell them they are created
in God’s image. Christ is the
centre of everything.”

CLEMENTINE

A chaplain on the Africa Mercy

If you’d like to find out more, I’d be honoured to explore how
we can partner together, to serve the poor and eradicate these
awful, but treatable, diseases of poverty.

Thank you and God bless,

Darren Richards
Church Partnership Manager
churches@mercyships.org.uk

FREE CHURCH RESOURCES:
www.mercyships.org.uk/church
01438 727 800

“I’ve never seen my children’s
faces. Because of Mercy Ships,
I can see my family, read my
Bible and tell my village that
Jesus is Lord!”
A patient who had their eyesight
restored

Is your church ready to make

“Mercy Ships are unique. In countries that could
not imagine the benefits of the NHS, Mercy Ships
offer totally life-changing treatment and new hope.
It’s something the entire church can get behind by
praying, giving or even going.”

Three ways your church can get involved:

CATHY MADAVAN

GIVE

Speaker and Author of Digging for Diamonds

Make Mercy Ships an Overseas Partner

GO

Invite a Speaker to talk about volunteering

PRAY

Receive our monthly Church News

CHURCH
PARTNERSHIP
As a Partner Church, you get:

“Mercy Ships’ floating
hospital restores people’s
dignity with free surgery
and life-changing medical
treatment. I fully support
and commend their work.”

JB GILL
Mercy Ships Champion & BBC
Presenter

1. A named contact person to talk to
2. Request a Speaker for your church
3. Life-changing volunteer opportunities
4. Seasonal Resources
5. YouVersion App Bible Devotionals
6. Bible Resources for your home groups
7. “Is your church ready to make history?” Pack
8. Sunday School Packs for children and
young people
9. Visit the Africa Mercy – step aboard for a tour
10. Church news monthly prayer email

“Mercy Ships is utterly essential and is genuinely
making an incredible difference in our world.
What was greater than the medical treatments
themselves was how integrated the faith of all of
those involved in performing the medical care was
in everything they were doing. Every single patient
was being prayed for before their surgery. The
combination of word and deed in the ministry of
Mercy Ships is a great example to many.”

GAVIN CALVER
CEO of Evangelical Alliance &
Chair of Spring Harvest

www.mercyships.org.uk/church
“I believe when you are given a gift, you are
meant to share it”

DR ODRY AGBESSI
Benin’s first reconstructive
burns surgeon. Over 40,000
medical professionals have
been trained by Mercy
Ships across Africa.
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