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“I believe that when you are given a 
gift you are meant to share it.”
Dr Odry Agbessi – Benin’s first Reconstructive Surgeon
Dr Agbessi is 1 of more than 40,000 medical professionals that have been trained by 
Mercy Ships. Dr Agbessi fulfilled her childhood dream of becoming a reconstructive 
surgeon and now she trains other surgeons to fulfil their own dreams.

“To care for the poor, to visit the sick, these are the basics.  Mercy Ships 
gives us an exciting opportunity to partner with them and do just that. 
Everyone has a part to play. What gift have you been given that you can 
use to join with them and see life after life encounter Jesus?”

Lou Fellingham – Worship Leader, Songwriter, Speaker

“Mercy Ships is utterly essential and is genuinely making an incredible 
difference in our world. What was greater than the medical treatments 
themselves was how integrated the faith of all of those involved in 
performing the medical care was in everything they were doing. Every 
single patient was being prayed for before their surgery. The combination 
of word and deed in the ministry of Mercy Ships is a great example to 
many. They truly are living examples of when Jesus said: ‘Whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 
(Matthew 25:40)

Gavin Calver – Chair of Spring Harvest, Director of Mission: Evangelical Alliance
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“We have been very impressed at the 
quality of care given by Mercy Ships - 
and to think that it’s all provided free!

We cannot thank God enough for 
the crew members - through their 
practical love, He is meeting the 
needs of the poor and marginalised!”
 
Bishop Karowei Dorgu  - Bishop of Woolwich
& Dr Mosun Dorgu  - Consultant Psychiatrist

“I strongly encourage you to get 
behind Mercy Ships with your time 
and talents. Mercy doesn’t just sit on 
the sidelines – Mercy acts! ”

JB Gill, BBC TV Presenter and Farmer -  
Mercy Ships Champion
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Over 2,000 years, many followers of Jesus 
became history-makers as they served 
the poor.

Today, our churches are full of gifted Christians with the 
same history-making potential!

Mercy Ships created this pack to inspire people in your 
church to use their talents to serve.

One young Christian, Don Stephens, desired to love God 
and follow Jesus to the forgotten poor.

Don imagined the impossible – a fleet of hospital ships 
crewed by volunteers. But with God all things are possible…

Forty years later, volunteers from all over the world can 
now offer their time and talents to follow the model of 
Jesus. Serving in over 200 roles, they repair cleft lips so 
babies can feed, let blind eyes see, and straighten bowed 
legs so children can walk. Children like Fifalina…  
A bright little girl, Fifalina slowly lost the ability to walk 
as her legs buckled beneath her. Mercy Ships volunteers 
changed Fifalina’s life and now she’s able to walk, play and 
giggle again!

Each year, we also train over 1,000 medical professionals 
and renovate hospitals, so after we’re gone the healing can 
go on. Mercy Ships believes everyone in the world should 
have access to medical treatment, not just those living in 
richer countries. If you agree, we invite you to help make 
history with us. Everything you’ll need is contained in this 
pack. We can’t wait to see how you use it.

On behalf of Fifalina, and countless others… thank you!

IS YOUR CHURCH 
READY TO MAKE 
HISTORY?*

Darren Richards
Church Partnership Manager, Mercy Ships UK

(*AND HAVE FUN)





Down through the centuries, following Christ’s example, 
Christians have made historic breakthroughs and 
medical advances…

The first hospital was founded by Christians living 
under Roman rule. In the UK, St Thomas’s and St 
Bartholomew’s hospitals were founded by monastic 
orders, and Great Ormond Street Hospital was set up by 
a Baptist. Today, the Roman Catholic Church remains the 
largest non-governmental provider of healthcare and 
hospitals across the world.

In 1792 a Bermondsey priest, Reverend John Townsend, 
campaigned for the first public institution for deaf 
children, believing that education for these children 
should not be for the wealthy alone. Braille for the blind 
was also developed by Louis Braille, a Catholic.

CHRISTIANS HAVE 
ALWAYS MADE 
HISTORY

“The dying, the unwanted, 
the unloved – they are Jesus 
in disguise”  
Mother Teresa

Joseph Lister Florence Nightingale

In the 19th century, Victorian Quakers, Anglicans and 
Methodists gave time and generous donations to help the 
poor, sick and dying. This gave rise to modern nursing, 
thanks to the trailblazers such as Elizabeth Fry and Florence 
Nightingale, who founded the first school of nursing. It 
was around this time that William Booth inspired an army 
of Christian volunteers to care for those living in poverty. 
Today, The Salvation Army is still the largest provider of 
social care in the UK, after the Government. 

Christians have also made historic discoveries that have 
advanced surgery:

    Louis Pasteur discovered germs were the cause of 
infection 

    Joseph Lister, a Quaker, revolutionised sterile surgery 

    Humphry Davy and Michael Faraday, both committed 
Christians, pioneered anaesthesia in surgery 

    James Simpson was the first to use chloroform in 
midwifery

Another name that would make the list of medical 
trailblazers is Don Stephens…



WHY A SHIP?
More than 50% of the world’s population 
lives within 100 miles of the coast. Put simply, 
a ship is the best way to deliver a state-of-
the-art hospital to places where clean water, 
electricity and skilled medical workers are 
non-existent.

MEET THE FLEET!
MERCY SHIPS THROUGH THE YEARS

Our flagship, the Africa Mercy, started life 
as a rail ferry. The conversion in Newcastle-
upon-Tyne was the largest refit project 
of its kind in the UK. The hospital covers 
most of the old rail deck, which now boasts 
five operating theatres, an X-ray unit, a 
recovery suite, an intensive care unit and 
86 ward beds.

Island Mercy 1983 - 2001
LENGTH: 52.7m
BREADTH: 11.6m
TONNAGE: 998
ENGINES: 1,100 BHP each

Anastasis 1978 - 2007
LENGTH: 159m
BREADTH: 20.73m
GROSS TONNAGE: 11,701
ENGINES: 8,050 BHP

Caribbean Mercy 1994 - 2006
LENGTH: 80m
BREADTH: 12.2m
TONNAGE: 2,125
ENGINES: 3,670 BHP

Africa Mercy 2007 - present
LENGTH: 152m
BREADTH: 23.7m
TONNAGE: 16,572
ENGINES: 3120 kW each
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Don Stephens first imagined a fleet of hospital ships as a 
teenage Christian. He later founded Mercy Ships in 1978, 
inspired by a meeting with Mother Teresa and the birth of his 
son with additional needs.

Don laid the foundation for Mercy Ships with a huge step of 
faith – the purchase of the Anastasis hospital ship. He lived 
onboard the Anastasis for ten years with his wife and four 
children. As unpaid volunteers, sometimes they had to work 
in the darkness and cold, when they struggled to fuel the 
generator.

Today, Don’s obedience to God’s call has directly helped more 
than 2.5 million people.  

Over 40 years Mercy Ships has operated four hospital vessels, 
visiting nearly 600 ports in more than 70 countries – providing 
services worth more than £1 billion. Mercy Ships has also 
trained more than 40,000 local health professionals, leaving a 
legacy in each nation.

Don was awarded the International Humanitarian of the 
Year Award from Variety International for his sacrifices and 
achievements. Previous winners of the Humanitarian Award 
include Sir Edmund Hillary, Sir Alexander Fleming and Dr 
Albert Schweitzer.

Don is still dreaming impossible dreams. 
Mercy Ships has a bigger vision than ever to reach the poor, 
sick and dying.

THE MAN WHO 
IMAGINED THE 
IMPOSSIBLE



IT’S TIME WE CHANGED THOSE ODDS

When we fall ill or we need an operation our first thought 
is not: ‘Where will I find a doctor?’ or: ‘How will I pay for 
the treatment?’  

That’s because, in Western Europe, less than 3% of people 
don’t have access to medical treatment.

In sub-Saharan Africa, by contrast, 95%* of people are living 
without access to medical care and surgery.

Imagine if someone you love needed treatment, but there was 
no doctor, no hospital and no one to offer healing…

If your child slowly lost the ability to walk. 
If your sight began to dim and cloud until you were blind.
If an illness stole your ability to provide for your loved ones.  
 Worse still, people said you were cursed, and shunned you in 
the street.

Imagine how scared and powerless you would feel.

Lack of medical care turns treatable conditions into diseases 
that cause misery and kill. 

People are forced to live with tumours that disfigure and 
suffocate them, they endure burn scars that contract and fuse 
their limbs, and they suffer horrendous childbirth injuries that 
render them incontinent. These people then endure rejection 
and humiliation every day.

Lack of medical help is a global epidemic.
It’s a tragedy. But it’s a tragedy the Church can change.  

Jesus is still healing the poor!  His hands and feet today 
are ours – His Church.

It’s time for us to change the odds – and bring hope and 
healing to the poor. 

2 OUT OF 3 
PEOPLE IN THE 
WORLD HAVE NO 
HOPE OF SAFE, 
AFFORDABLE 
SURGERY WHEN 
THEY NEED IT

* Source: The Lancet Commission
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“  For we are God’s masterpiece. 
He has created us anew in Christ 
Jesus, so we can do the good 
things he planned for us ” 
Ephesians 2:10
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Conditions requiring surgical treatment kill more people 
in low-income countries than HIV/Aids, TB and malaria 
combined. 

Every year, more than 17 million people die from these 
conditions*. That’s equal to the populations of London, 
Scotland and Wales combined. 

Sadly, children who live in poverty are most at risk. 

In low-income countries, 8 out of 10 children desperately need 
treatment for a surgical condition before the age of 15.

Mercy Ships believes everyone should be able to get the 
surgery they need.

Take blindness, for example: there are 1.5 million blind 
children in the world.

Yet 3 out of 4 blind children can be cured, or their blindness 
could be prevented.** 

A cataract surgery onboard the Africa Mercy takes less than an 
hour and gives a blind child their sight back. Blind children climb 
the steps to our ship guided by a loved one or held in their arms 
– and walk back down the gangway with their sight restored!

We hold regular Celebration of Sight services for hundreds of 
cataract patients every year. They sing and dance to celebrate 
being able to return to school or provide for their family.

NO ONE HAS TO 
DIE BECAUSE THEY 
CAN’T GET SURGERY

One patient told us:

“I’ve never seen my children’s faces. 
And I haven’t seen my wife for 9 
years. Because of Mercy Ships, I can 
see my family, read my Bible again 
and tell my village that Jesus is Lord!”

Helping the blind see is just one way your church can 
bring healing to the poor.

* Source: The Lancet Commission
** Source: British Journal of Ophthalmology



OFFERED FREE
Mercy Ships provides surgery and 
medical treatments to those most 
in need. Our inspiring volunteers 
treat cleft lips, facial tumours, 
club foot, childbirth injuries, burn 
contractions, blindness, dental 
problems and more. Those with 
terminal conditions are offered 
pastoral support and counselling. 
Everything is offered free.

FAITH IN ACTION
The Africa Mercy is home to a 
loving community of faith. There’s 
a chapel and a school to provide 
education to the crew’s children. 
Our volunteers offer each patient 
prayer, and the wards are filled 
with music – drumming and joyful 
African singing. We also provide 
Bibles to patients and day crew 
whenever they are requested.

CREATIVE APPROACH
Mercy Ships is a life-transforming 
surgical charity with a creative 
approach to healthcare and 
training. Powered by prayer, crewed 
by volunteers and partnered with 
the Church, Mercy Ships sails the 
largest charity-run hospital ship in 
the world to the poorest nations, 
providing free medical care to 
people in need.

TRANSFORMED LIVES

40 
Transforming lives for 40 years

445,000+ 
Dental procedures provided

42,250+ 
Professionals trained in their field of 

expertise

2.7 million 
Lives impacted

95,000+ 
Life-changing surgical procedures 

provided

56 
Developing nations visited
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HOPE AND DIGNITY
Medical treatment does more than 
eradicate disease and eliminate 
pain… it restores people’s dignity. 
A simple surgery can free someone 
from fear, loneliness and shame. 
Patients return to their community 
with their heads held high. They are 
treated like a human being again.

STRONGER NATIONS
While in port, we pay local people to 
work as our day crew. We also travel 
inland to offer training, renovate 
and equip hospitals, and modernise 
operating theatres. We train around 
1,500 people in each nation we visit. 
Those we train keep on training 
others. When the ship is gone, hope 
and healing remains.



Statistics alone could never convey the full impact Mercy 
Ships has on our courageous patients, their families and their 
communities.

PEOPLE NOT 
STATISTICS

PRINSCIO SUFFERED FROM CLUB FEET
Prinscio was born with bilateral club feet, a severe deformity 
that is normally corrected after birth. Those with untreated club 
foot struggle to walk. It is very painful. Often children are not 
able to go to school and can become poverty-stricken as adults.

Prinscio was ashamed of how he walked and the way strangers 
would stare and laugh at him.

At 3 years old, Prinscio finally got the surgery he’d been waiting 
for since birth. Prinscio now walks confidently, without any 
pain, on his beautifully healed feet.

Precious baby Thersia was born with a cleft lip, a 
common congenital defect that impairs chewing, 
breathing and hearing. More than 10,000 infants per 
year are born in Africa with this condition. 

When Thersia was 6 months old her mum brought 
her to the Africa Mercy for help. Thankfully, we were 
able to give Thersia a free cleft lip surgery and she left 
our ship in the arms of her mother with a beaming 
smile across her face!

THERSIA WAS BORN WITH 
A CLEFT LIP
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#MERCYACTS –  find the 
Church Challenge Cards in this 
pack. Pick whichever you like. You’ll 
have fun, build community and 
fund incredible surgeries for the 
poor in Africa.

ARE YOU READY TO 
MAKE HISTORY?
We are asking your church to play a vital part in this 
life-changing work.

Mercy Ships invites you to respond with your own time 
and talents. In fact, we challenge you to step out with 
courage and creativity, as so many history-making 
Christians have done before. 

It’s up to us to bring Jesus’ hope and healing to the 
forgotten poor…

WHAT CAN MY CHURCH DO?
For 40 years Mercy Ships has offered a creative solution 
to fight the diseases of poverty –

a hospital, on a ship, that’s crewed by volunteers!  

You don’t have to be highly skilled or overly creative to get 
involved… Whoever you are, there is something incredible 
you can do with your church to change lives and make 
history!

GO – most of our crew members 
come from churches like yours. 
Churches pray for volunteers as 
well as offering encouragement, 
support and love.

PRAY – we need you to join 
with us in prayer. We will send you 
our monthly prayer email, which 
has inspiring stories and up-to-
date prayer needs from UK crew 
members.

GIVE – a donation or take an 
offering to transform lives through 
Mercy Ships.

“The multitude marvelled when they saw the mute 
speaking, the maimed made whole, the lame walking, 
and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel.”

Matthew 15: 29-31 (TLB)

THERE ARE FOUR OPTIONS FOR YOUR CHURCH. 
You can choose one, two, three or all four…



#MERCYACTS CHURCH CHALLENGE
We’ve created three Challenge Cards, to help those in 
your church offer their time and talents back to God 
and serve the poor.

Each card is packed with ideas to help you raise funds 
for surgeries in fun, creative and community-building 
ways. There’s something for everyone – challenges to 
suit all ages and skill levels.

By taking on a Church Challenge you can turn your 
hobbies into healing and give your creative passions 
a purpose! Take a look at the #MercyActs Church 
Challenge cards in this pack to get started.

RUN A “MERCY SUNDAY”
To help you talk about Mercy Ships in a service 
or home group, we offer purpose-made videos, 
resources and a devotional called “Faith in Action” for 
home groups. These can be downloaded free from 
www.mercyships.org.uk/church

Including:
    Church Video
    Sunday School Workbooks for children (pre-school, 
primary and teenage packs) 

    Devotional on James, “Faith in Action”.

We would be delighted to come and speak to your 
church. You can book a trained Mercy Ships Speaker 
for anything from a 10-minute service slot to a 
Sunday sermon.

SEND A GIFT
There are lots of different donations your church 
can make – choose Mercy Ships for an Overseas 
Mission Gift or take an offering. You can also make us 
your Charity of the Year, list Mercy Ships for Gifts In 
Memory, or encourage engaged couples to ask their 
guests to donate to Mercy Ships as an alternative to 
wedding gifts. 

“I chose Mercy Ships because they are the best 
charity I could think of. They work with the most 
needy people in the world. They do so using 
volunteers, and use the fundraising to directly aid 
those in need.”
Rev Howard Gilbert, Cirencester

“Mercy Ships puts faith into action 
by serving the poorest nations, 
transforming lives and giving hope and 
healing. As they reach out to empower 
people out of extreme poverty, we are 
privileged, passionate and excited to 
partner with and support them.”
Rona Anderson, Global Missions Director, iCAN 

Community Church

“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD.” 
PROVERBS 19:17
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Most of the 400 volunteers serving onboard the 
Africa Mercy go to churches like yours. Half of the 
crew are actually in non-medical roles. We recruit 
all sorts of skills, everything needed to run a 
hospital and a ship… mariners, cooks, teachers, 
dentists, mechanics, physiotherapists, translators, 
IT specialists, administrators, engineers, cleaners 
and more!

Why not request a Mercy Ships Speaker to come 
and talk to your Overseas Mission team or another 
group at your church?

We need prayer. Prayer for patients, prayer for our 
crew and prayer for local medical professionals and 
churches we serve in Africa.

MONTHLY PRAYER UPDATE
Don’t miss out on our monthly prayer email – you can 
add your email at www.mercyships.org.uk/church.

“We see people who have no way of getting help, and I 
just want them to know that they’re loved.” 
Kirstie Randall, Volunteer Nurse

“Mercy Ships really looked after our church 
member, while he was a volunteer on their 
hospital ship in Africa. He has come back home 
with a greater heart and passion to get involved 
with our church ministry to the poor locally.”

Rev’d Ramzi Adcock - Chair of the World Mission Committee, 
Jesmond Parish Church

BIBLE APP
If you have the YouVersion Bible App on your phone or 
tablet, you can use our Mercy Ships Devotionals. Go 
to ‘FIND PLANS’, then search: ‘Mercy Ships’



“Imagine a fleet of hospital ships, staffed with professionals 
from every nation – including doctors, dentists, nurses, 
teachers, cooks and engineers – volunteering to sail to the 
planet’s neediest ports to serve the forgotten poor, offering 
all their expertise without regard to race, colour, gender or 
creed. One day my imagined crew came to life before my 
eyes and, amazingly, made the dream set sail…”  
Don Stephens, Founder of Mercy Ships

“We cannot turn a blind eye to the suffering of our sisters 
and brothers, in countries where there are few doctors and 
medical facilities.

Mercy Ships volunteers offer free, life-changing 
surgeries, education and development projects to those in 
need. They work miracles in the medical field, alleviating 
suffering and bringing hope. Their volunteers exemplify 
love and compassion.

I endorse their selfless work enthusiastically. I hope you 
will support them generously.”
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Nobel Peace Laureate 

To speak to a Team Member and to receive more 
information please contact: 

01438 727800 
churches@mercyships.org.uk  
www.mercyships.org.uk/church 

Find us on social media mercyshipsuk

Mercy Ships UK, Registered Office:  
The Lighthouse, 12 Meadway Court, Stevenage SG1 2EF 

Registered Charity No: 1053055, Registered Charity in Scotland No. SC039743 
Company No: 3147724 (England and Wales)


