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This booklet is jam-packed with 
information and inspiration to 
get your fundraising ideas off 
the ground.  

Thank you for choosing to support Mercy Ships with 
your fundraising efforts. It’s through the generosity 
of incredible people like you that we can continue our 
vital work, sending our hospital ship, the Africa Mercy, 
to provide medical care to those who need it most. Your 
support will save and transform lives.

Two-thirds of the world’s population cannot get access to the 
surgery they need. As a result, 17 million people die every 
year from conditions requiring surgery. This is higher than the 
number who die from TB, malaria and HIV/Aids combined. 

Mercy Ships is working to tackle this crisis. We operate the 
largest charity-run hospital ship in the world, delivering 
free, safe medical care to some of the world’s least-developed 
countries. This “floating hospital” is staffed almost entirely 
by volunteers, who give their expertise for free to help treat 
dental and eye problems, cleft lips and palates, tumours, club 
feet, childbirth injuries, burns and various other conditions. 

Since 1978, Mercy Ships has visited 55 countries, providing 
services worth more than £1 billion that have directly helped 
more than 2.5 million people. We have also trained 40,000 
local professionals in their areas of expertise to leave a legacy 
that lasts. 

This guide will give you all the information you need to plan 
your fundraising event and hit your target. And if there’s 
anything else you need to know, we’re here to support you 
every step of the way. To contact our dedicated team, call us 
on 01438 727800 or email getinvolved@mercyships.org.uk. 

Thank you 
for your 
support
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£250
can treat 7 cleft lip patients

£50
can buy 15 pairs of sunglasses

£400
could pay for 10 eye surgeries

£1,000
could pay for 16 maxillofacial 
surgeries

£5,000
could pay for 100 orthopaedic 
surgeries

Fifalina
Fifalina was one of our orthopaedic patients in 
Madagascar. Her legs were folding up beneath her – 
they could barely hold her upright – and her parents 
couldn’t get access to the care she desperately 
needed. But then the Africa Mercy arrived, and our 
expert surgeons corrected Fifalina’s legs for free. 

What your 
money can 
achieve
How your fundraising changes lives

After months of physiotherapy with our 
crew, Fifalina can now walk normally, 
stand on tiptoes and play with friends.
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Dorkas and Anna
Dorkas and Anna were just two of the 320,000 
blind children in sub-Saharan Africa. Most of these 
children would be able to see if they had access to 
modern medicine. Without the care they needed, 
Dorkas and Anna would have been forced to live 
with their blindness forever. 

Change lives 
for children 
like Dorkas 

and Anna

Mercy Ships experts operated on both 
girls in the same morning, restoring 
their sight and transforming their lives.
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Holding a fundraising event
If you have chosen to hold a fundraising event for Mercy 
Ships – be it a bake sale or a talent competition, or 
something else entirely – be sure to read all of our top tips 
for planning your day.

Fundraising ideas
On the next page you will find a list of simple ways to raise 
money for us – you can use one of these, or come up with 
something completely different!

Taking on a challenge event
We’re constantly amazed by the challenges that some of our 
fundraisers take on in order to transform lives in Africa – from 
iron mans to marathons; treks to park runs. Come up with your 
own, or sign up to one we have already organised. 

Celebration giving
Rather than asking for presents on a special occasion, why not 
request donations instead? Page 8 will tell you how. 

Raising money with  
your group
Fundraising is a fantastic way to unite your school, 
company, church or other group behind a single cause. Join 
together to transform lives with Mercy Ships. We have a 
host of resources we can share with you.

Whether you already know how you 
want to raise money for Mercy Ships 
– or you are looking for inspiration – 
this booklet will give you everything 
you need.

How should 
I raise 
money? 
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There are loads of ways to fundraise either 
on your own or with your friends – from 
the simple to the ridiculous

Sponsored silence
We all know someone who we’re dying to recommend for a 
sponsored silence!

Curry night
Get together with your pals, eat loads of tasty food and raise 
some cash! Who can eat the spiciest curry? 

Give something up
Maybe you’re a chocoholic or a crisp fiend – if you’ve got 
something you can’t live without, why not give it up for a 
week?

Quiz night
Gather your friends, charge an entrance fee, and 
test their knowledge with a fiendish quiz.

H2only
No caffeine, no fizzy drinks, no alcohol. 
Can you do it for 10 days?

Bake sale
Ask everyone in your workplace to 
bring in a cake and remember that 
homemade or shop-bought is fine – 
anything goes, as long as you have 
plenty of sweet treats to sell!

No devices
Get people to sponsor you to give up your 
phone or social media! 

Coffee morning
Enjoy a brew, a chat and some treats to raise money.

Parachute jump
Dare you leap from an aeroplane to raise money?

Sponsored wax
Got hairy legs and feeling brave? Get sponsored to get it all 
waxed off!

Fundraising 
ideas
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Run out of room? Download additional forms at cruk.org/
fundraisin

g-tools

Tick here for Gift Aid

Full Name + Home address  + Postcode + Date collected +       = Gift Aid

Information for donors

• Please ensure you fill out each section in full

• Please ensure the details of each donation are recorded accurately in your own 

handwriting – forms in the same handwriting or printed are not valid for Gift Aid 

purposes

•
• In order for us to claim Gift Aid, we need your title, first name, surname, full 

home address, postcode, Gift Aid declaration and donation amount. (Please 

Gift Aid – Important information

Cancer Research UK can claim an extra 25% back from the government on

every donation, without costing you a penny extra. Please tick the box on the

form below if you would like us to Gift Aid your donation. Please make sure we

can read your full name, home address and postcode. This supports our tax

claim and will not be used to contact you. Please be aware that by ticking below

you are agreeing to Gift Aid your donation and any donations that you make 

in the future, or have made in the past 4 years, to Cancer Research UK. You are

agreeing that you are a UK taxpayer and understand that if you pay less income

Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on your

donations in that tax year (6 April one year to 5 April next) it is your responsibility

to pay any difference. We currently receive an extra 25p for every £1 you donate.

Other taxes such as council tax and VAT do not qualify. 

Call us: 01438 727800 

getinvolved@mercyships.org.uk  

mercyships.org.uk
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A challenge event is a fundraiser that requires you to push 
yourself to your physical limits in order to raise money. 
There are challenge events that suit all ages and abilities – 
and there are two main ways to get involved with one.

Taking part in a 
challenge event

2. Join an organised event
There are so many organised events taking place across 
the country every year – and the list is always growing. 
Whether you want to join a Park Run or take on the London 
Marathon; or you want to cycle from London to Paris, or 
trek through the Pennines… whatever you’re interested 
in, there will be an event out there to suit your tastes. If 
you need some help finding one, check out our website – 
mercyships.org.uk – or contact us in the office. 

1. Do it yourself
As with the events listed on the previous page, you can set up 
your own challenge. Perhaps you want to take on a sponsored 
walk, or a timed run – or something more adventurous like 
mountaineering or abseiling. Whatever interests you and will 
motivate people to support you! 

Get in touch! 
Whichever event you decide to take on, we’re here to help. 
Call us on 01438 727800 or email getinvolved@mercyships.
org.uk with any questions you may have. We can offer you 
advice on how best to raise money and generate interest. We 
can also show you how to set up a JustGiving page, and send 
you sponsorship forms, T-shirts and Gift Aid envelopes. 



w

Another easy way to donate to Mercy Ships is to ask 
for gifts on a special occasion, in lieu of presents. 

Ask your friends and family to make a donation to 
Mercy Ships on your birthday, anniversary, wedding day 
– or even at Christmas. 

Let us know if you’re considering celebration giving, and 
we can help by sending Gift Aid envelopes or advising 
you on how to set up a JustGiving page. 

Celebration 
giving

Energise your friends, colleagues, congregation and pupils 
with a Mercy Ships fundraising event, as you pull together 
to transform lives in West Africa. 

Groups
If you’re part of a group such as Rotary, Inner Wheel or WI, we 
would love to talk to you about how we can work together. Call 
01438 727800 or email getinvolved@mercyships.org.uk.  

Churches
We have a host of brilliant church resources you can 
download for free from our website. They include a booklet, 
activity cards, a poster, a devotional and links to watch videos 
about our work. Visit mercyships.org.uk/church today. 

Schools
Download our engaging Classrooms of Compassion resource 
– packed with stories, lesson ideas and assembly plans – for 
free from our website. We can also email you a poster and a 
PowerPoint presentation. Visit mercyships.org.uk/schools 
today or email schools@mercyships.org.uk 

Companies
Whether you’re looking for a charity of the year partner; a 
cause to rally behind for a challenge event; or you’d simply 
like to start a conversation, we would love to hear from you. 
Email us today at getinvolved@mercyships.org.uk and our 
philanthropy team will get back to you.  

Raising money 
with your group
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If you have chosen to hold a fundraising event, here are some 
important things to consider. 

1. Make a plan
Where will you run your event? Who will you be asking for money, 
and how will you drum up their support? Knowing the answer to 
these questions will help you run a successful fundraiser. 

2. Gather your materials
Do you need any specific materials to promote and run your 
event? Our staff can help with this, and send you posters, bunting 
and press release templates – free of charge. 

3. Set a target
How much do you hope to raise? Push yourself to reach an 
ambitious target – it works! 

4. Collecting money
How will you collect donations? Mercy Ships staff can help you set 
up a JustGiving page or send you Gift Aid envelopes. 

5. Safety first
However you choose to raise money, don’t forget to consider your 
own safety and that of anyone who takes part or comes to watch. 

Holding a 
fundraising 
event

We love to 
hear from 
you, get in 
touch!
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Once you’ve completed your fundraising activity, there are 
four ways to send in the money you have collected. 

1. Online
If you have signed up for a JustGiving donation page, and 
selected Mercy Ships as your nominated charity, all of the 
money you raise will come to us automatically. If you have also 
collected cash, you can pay this into your account and then 
make an online donation through your fundraising page. This is 
the quickest and easiest way to pay any cash to us.

2. Post
Please send any cheques, made payable to “Mercy Ships UK”, 
to: Mercy Ships UK, The Lighthouse, 12 Meadway Court, 
Stevenage SG1 2EF. Please remember to tell us who you are, 
how to contact you and how you raised the money. 

3. Phone
You can pay over the phone by credit or debit card. Call our 
Supporter Services team on 01438 727800. 

4. Bank transfer
Email donor.care@mercyships.org.uk to get our BACS details, 
and put “fundraising event” in the subject line.

How to pay 
in your 
money

The Gift Aid Scheme enables us at Mercy Ships 
to claim an extra 25p for every £1 that is donated 
– at no extra cost to you. To find out more about 
how you can claim Gift Aid on your donations, 
please contact us before you hold your event, 
as you’ll need to be prepared to capture certain 
information about your supporters. 

Any  
questions?
Please don’t hesitate to contact us: 01438 727800, 
getinvolved@mercyships.org.uk 

+25%
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Shout about what 
you’re doing
Don’t forget to tell us about your fundraising activity, so 
we can support you as best we can. We have resources we 
can send you, including a press release template to help 
you raise publicity.

We also encourage you to take photos and send them 
to us, so we can mention and thank you in our supporter 
magazine and on social media. If you post photos yourself 
on social media, make sure you tag @mercyshipsuk – then 
we can see what you’re up to!   

Other ways of giving
If you’re still struggling for ideas, here are a few very 
simple ways you can give to Mercy Ships

Easyfundraising 
Sign up at easyfundraising.org.uk, and when you buy goods 
from specific websites, a percentage comes directly to us.

Leftover currency
Visit leftovercurrency.com to find out how to send your 
remaining holiday money to us.  

Jewellery recycling
Send any jewellery in an envelope, no bigger than A5, to: 
FREEPOST RSXA-GJBY-ARRZ, Mercy Ships, Unit 14, Amber 
Business Village, Amber Close, Tamworth B77 4RP.

Clothes recycling 
Book a collection of your old clothes through our partner, 
icollectclothes.co.uk. 

Stamp appeal 
Cut out used stamps and send them to: Mercy Ships UK 
Stamps, PO Box 6198, Leighton Buzzard LU7 9XT.

We would love for you to use the Mercy Ships 
logo on any promotional materials you produce. 
We can send you the logo in blue, black or white – 
just drop us a line.

Using 
our logo
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Thank you  
so much for supporting  
Mercy Ships! 

Registered Charity No: 1053055. Registered Charity in Scotland No. SC039743.  Company No: 3147724 (England and Wales)

mercyships.org.uk
Mercy Ships UK, The Lighthouse, 12 Meadway Court, Stevenage SG1 2EF
Call us: 01438 727800 
Email us: getinvolved@mercyships.org.uk

Find us on social media mercyshipsuk

Good luck with your fundraising, and please get in touch with 
us to tell us what you’re doing and how you’re getting on. 
We’re here to help you every step of the way. 


