MAURINHO
T E A C H E R ’ S

This resource is a teacher’s guide for
the Mercy Ships ‘Maurinho’ Sunday
School workbooks.
It provides the necessary Bible verses,
answers to the quiz sections as well as
providing relevant discussion points.
This guide covers all three age group
workbooks:1. Pre-School
2. Primary School
3. Teenager

G U I D E

Teacher’s Guide
Introduction

For 40 years, Mercy Ships has been following the 2,000-yearold example of Jesus, bringing hope and healing to some of the
poorest places in the world.

Darren Richards

Thank you for playing your part in the journey by sharing our story
Church Partnership Manager
with your children or youth group. Who knows what they’ll go on
to achieve for God, both now and later in life, inspired by your
time with them. Together, we can eradicate diseases of poverty low-income countries than HIV/AIDS,
tuberculosis and malaria combined.
in West Africa.
I look forward to hearing how you and your
group use the #MercyActs Challenge Cards
to respond to this important cause. Full
details of how churches can get involved
and be ‘history makers’ can be found at
Today, you are helping the blind see, the lame walk and the www.mercyships.org.uk/church.
outcast regain their dignity, by helping your group to understand
how they can change the odds for people like Maurinho - whose Here you can also find a devotional for
surgery enabled him to return to school and play football with his adults and church groups called ‘Faith in
Action’.
friends.
Matthew 15:29-31 describes what it was like when Jesus came
into a town: “The multitude marvelled when they saw the mute
speaking, the maimed made whole, the lame walking, and the blind
seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel.”

Globally, 5 billion people can’t access safe, affordable surgery Thanks and God bless,
when they need it. That’s two out of three people in our world. Darren
Conditions requiring surgical treatment kill more people in
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Guide and
Answers

Africa (Page 4-7)

Maurinho’s Story (Page 8-11)
Hope (Page 12-13)
On The Ship (Page 14-15)
Healing (Page 16-17)
Discussion (Page 18-19
Recovery (Page 20-21)
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Prayer (Page 22-24)

PRE-SCHOOL
Activity 1

Colour in the blank flags of Cameroon, Benin
and Madagascar.
Activity 2
Trace the letters C, B and M under each flag.
The dots get further apart.
Equipment Needed:
Yellow, Green and Red Crayons / Coloured Pencils.
Writing Pen / Pencil.

AFRICA (1)
PRIMARY
Activity 1

Colour in the labelled countries in Africa that
the Africa Mercy has visited.
Activity 2
Use the scale and estimate how far away the
Africa Mercy is.
Answer: Approximately 5000 miles.
Equipment Needed:
Coloured Crayons / Pencils.
Writing Pen / Pencil.

TEEN
Activity 1

Identify the 13 Countries from the clues.
Answers: 1. S E N E G A L, 2. I V O R Y C O A S T,
3. C A M E R O O N, 4. T H E G A M B I A,
5. T O G O, 6. G U I N E A B I S S A U ,
7. L I B E R I A, 8. C O N G O,
9. G U I N E A, 10. B E N I N,
11. S I E R R A L E O N E, 12. G H A N A ,
13. M A D A G A S C A R
Activity 2
Copy the yellow highlighted letters and then
unscramble the anagram to find the name of
the National Geographic programme.
Answer: The Surgery Ship.
Equipment Needed:
Writing Pen / Pencil.
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AFRICA (1) SHEETS

PRE-SCHOOL

PRIMARY

Page 5

TEEN

PRE-SCHOOL

AFRICA (2)
PRIMARY

TEEN

Answer: Please see highlighted sheet on the
next page.

Answer: Please see highlighted sheet on the
next page.

Use the paint by numbers and colour in the
areas defined by the specific colours to identify
how the African climate is made up.

Equipment Needed:

Equipment Needed:

Writing Pen / Pencil.

Writing Pen / Pencil.

Activity 1

Circle the 8 differences on the lion drawing.

Activity 1

Circle the 15 differences on the giraffe drawing.

TEEN

Activity 1

Activity 2
Estimate how much of Africa is made up of
extreme desert.
Answer: Approximately 1/3 or 30%
Equipment Needed:
Colouring pencils in light, mid and dark green.
Colouring pencils in dark and light brown.
Writing Pen / Pencil.
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AFRICA (2) SHEETS

PRE-SCHOOL

PRIMARY
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TEEN

MAURINHO’S STORY

PRE-SCHOOL
Activity 1

Read the story to the children.

PRE-SCHOOL

Activity 2
The children, supervised, are to cut along the
lines to create 6 small sheets of paper. They
are to then put these in order, and glue them
together to form a ‘mini’ Maurinho book to
keep.
Equipment Needed:
Safety Scissors
Glue.
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(1)

PRE-SCHOOL

(2)

MAURINHO’S STORY

PRE-SCHOOL

(3)

PRE-SCHOOL
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(4)

MAURINHO’S STORY

PRIMARY
Activity 1

Children to read the story.

PRIMARY

Equipment Needed:
None.

Page 10

(1)

PRIMARY

(2)

MAURINHO’S STORY

TEENAGE
Activity 1

Children to read the story.

TEENAGE

Equipment Needed:
None.
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(1)

TEENAGE

(2)

PRE-SCHOOL
Activity 1

Join the dots to form the word H O P E.
Equipment Needed:
Writing Pen / Pencil.

PRIMARY
Activity 1

Please read Romans 5:1-11 (set out far right)
to the children. The children to then open this
worksheet listen as you read the versus again.
The children are then to open this worksheet
and listen as you read the verses again.
Answers (across): Blood, Peace, Endurance,
Gods Glory, Christs.
Answers (down): Good Person, Wicked,
Troubles, Rejoice
Equipment Needed:
Writing Pen / Pencil.

HOPE
TEEN
Activity 1

Use the key to identify common letters, then
words, to reveal a Bible verse. At this point
please do not read Romans 5:1-11 (right) as this
is verse 1 and will give away the answer at this
stage!
If they are struggling it is okay to give them a
specific word or a couple more letter clues from
below to help them. Bear in mind they will not
get all the letters as some are not used.
Answers: A=1, B=26, C=17, D=18, E=23, F=15,
G=16, H=13, I=14, J=10, K=7, L=6, M=12, N=19,
O=8, P=21, Q=3, R=20, S=22, T=24, U=9, V=4,
W=25, X=11, Y=5, Z=2.
Now that we have been put right with God
through faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ.
Activity 2
Read Romans 5:1-11 below to the Children.
Equipment Needed:
Writing Pen / Pencil.
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ROMANS 5:1-11
Now that we have been put right with God
through faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ. 2He has brought us by faith
into this experience of God’s grace, in which we
now live. And so we boast of the hope we have
of sharing God’s glory! 3We also boast of our
troubles, because we know that trouble produces
endurance, 4endurance brings God’s approval,
and his approval creates hope. 5This hope does
not disappoint us, for God has poured out his love
into our hearts by means of the Holy Spirit, who is
God’s gift to us. 6For when we were still helpless,
Christ died for the wicked at the time that God
chose. 7It is a difficult thing for someone to die for
a righteous person. It may even be that someone
might dare to die for a good person. 8But God has
shown us how much he loves us—it was while we
were still sinners that Christ died for us! 9By his
blood we are now put right with God; how much
more, then, will we be saved by him from God’s
anger! 10We were God’s enemies, but he made
us his friends through the death of his Son. Now
that we are God’s friends, how much more will we
be saved by Christ’s life! 11But that is not all; we
rejoice because of what God has done
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has now made us God’s friends.
1

PRE-SCHOOL

HOPE SHEETS
PRIMARY
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TEEN

PRE-SCHOOL
Activity 1

Find the way through the maze to the hospital
bed.
Activity 2
Trace the waves.

ON THE SHIP
PRIMARY
Activity 1

Find the way through the maze to the hospital
bed.
Equipment Needed:
Writing Pen / Pencil.

TEEN
Activity 1

Find the medical words hidden in the grid. It is
important these are shaded in so that Activity
2 is easier.
Answers: See worksheet image on the next
sheet
Activity 2

Equipment Needed:

Copy the unshaded letters in order starting at
the first circled letter to show a place.

Writing Pen / Pencil.

Answer: The Hope Centre.
Equipment Needed:
Colouring pencils / Highlighters.
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ON THE SHIP SHEETS

PRE-SCHOOL

PRIMARY
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TEEN

PRE-SCHOOL
Activity 1

Colour in the picture of Jesus healing.

HEALING
TEEN
Activity 1

Ask them to read John 5:1-13.
Activity 2

Equipment Needed:
Coloured Crayons / Coloured Pencils.

PRIMARY
Activity 1

Please read John 5:1-13 (set out right) to the
children.

The children then answer the questions and fill
them in the grid.
Answers (across): Authorities, Sinning, Paralysed, Bathzatha.
Answers (down): Working, Jerusalem, Sabbath.
Equipment Needed:
Writing Pen / Pencil.

The children then open this worksheet and find
the words listed in the wordsearch.
Answers: See worksheet image on the next
sheet
Equipment Needed:
Writing Pen / Pencil / Coloured Pencil.
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JOHN 5:1-13
After this, Jesus went to Jerusalem for a religious
festival. 2Near the Sheep Gate in Jerusalem there
is a pool with five porches; in Hebrew it is called
Bethzatha. 3A large crowd of sick people were
lying on the porches—the blind, the lame, and the
paralysed. 4 5 A man was there who had been sick
for thirty-eight years. 6Jesus saw him lying there,
and he knew that the man had been sick for such
a long time; so he asked him, “Do you want to get
well?” 7The sick man answered, “Sir, I don’t have
anyone here to put me in the pool when the water
is stirred up; while I am trying to get in, somebody
else gets there first.” 8Jesus said to him, “Get up,
pick up your mat, and walk.” 9Immediately the
man got well; he picked up his mat and started
walking. The day this happened was a Sabbath,
10
so the Jewish authorities told the man who had
been healed, “This is a Sabbath, and it is against
our Law for you to carry your mat.” 11He answered,
“The man who made me well told me to pick up
my mat and walk.” 12They asked him, “Who is the
man who told you to do this?” 13But the man who
had been healed did not know who Jesus was, for
there was a crowd in that place, and Jesus had
slipped away.
1

HEALING SHEETS

PRE-SCHOOL

PRIMARY
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TEEN

DISCUSSION

Below are some questions to help facilitate a discussion with younger children.
Who here has ever felt poorly?
Have you ever had to have time off school?
Miss out on anything good?
How did it feel to miss out?
Sad?
Lonely?
That’s right. It’s no fun when you’re really ill.

When you feel ill, what do your parents or the grown up who looks after you do?
They call the doctor.
Or if it’s an emergency, they might call an ambulance.

But there are lots of people who live in countries where they can’t call a doctor.
And they don’t have any ambulances.
And the hospitals are too expensive.
Or too far away.
Or they don’t have enough doctors.

(three volunteers stand up)

2 out of 3 people in the world don’t have a hospital or doctor
How might these 2 feel? Do you think?

What do you think Jesus would want us to do about this?

Page 18

DISCUSSION

Mercy Ships has a huge SHIP which they’ve turned into a HOSPITAL.
Christians go out to the ship to ‘volunteer’

Who can tell me what the word VOLUNTEER means?
People who do what they are good at for free, without asking for money.
Mercy Ships volunteers are doctors, nurses, teachers, cleaners, engineers.
They do operations and make people better, when there’s no one else who can help.
All for free.
They believe that’s what Jesus wants us to do.
They also pray with all the patients, and give out Bibles.
And people thank God. They’re so grateful!
I’d like to tell you the story of one little Boy - Maurinho.

If you’d like to help, you can…
Pray
Talk to your grown up about Jesus and how He healed people
Come up with an idea to raise money at school or with your Sunday school group
See the #MercyActs Challenge Cards at www.mercyships.org.uk/church
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PRE-SCHOOL
Activity 1

Colour in Maurinho.

Activity 2
Trace the word ‘Maurinho’
Equipment Needed:
Coloured Crayons / Pencils.
Writing Pen / Pencil.

RECOVERY
PRIMARY
Activity 1

Design a flag to be flown on the Africa Mercy.
This should include Healing, Patients and
Jesus.
Activity 2
Cut out and post in (if they
wish). The flag will need folding
in half along the seal and the
edges gluing (we need to be
able to open and see the
picture!).

TEEN
Activity 1

Cut out the boat template carefully.
Activity 2
Use the instructions to make a
Ship.
A YouTube video link is below if
they are struggling!
http://bit.ly/OrigamiShip
Equipment Needed:

Equipment Needed:
Coloured Crayons / Pencils / Felt tips.

Page 20

Safety Scissors
Hands!

RECOVERY SHEETS

PRE-SCHOOL

PRIMARY
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TEEN

PRE-SCHOOL

1)
Ask the children to stand in a circle.
They can hold hands if this helps.
2)
Explain that they are going to be praying
for children like Maurinho, and others who live
in Africa who are unwell.
3)
Ask the children to say, ‘Amen’ each
time you say ‘Thank you, Lord Jesus.’
4)
Ask the children to cover their eyes –
and then lead them in a prayer for patients who
cannot see. End your prayer thanking God that
Christians can help the blind to see again, and
finish with the words ‘Thank you, Lord Jesus’.
The children reply, ‘Amen’. Then they can open
their eyes again.
5)
Ask the children to sit down – and then
lead them in a prayer for patients who cannot
walk properly because they have poorly legs
or twisted feet. End by thanking God that
Christians can make their legs better again and
say ‘Thank you, Lord Jesus.’ Then the children
say ‘Amen.’

PRAYER

PRE-SCHOOL

6)
Ask the children to stand up and stretch
their hands as high above their head as they
can – then lead them in a prayer, thanking God
that patients who are made ‘all better’ feel 10
feet tall and they feel like smiling again. End
by praying, ‘Thank you, Lord Jesus.’ Then the
children reply ‘Amen.’
7)
Ask the children to make a heart shape,
by placing both their hands together – thumbs
down and fingers curled round to form an ‘m’
shape. Thank God that He loves everyone,
and when Mercy Ships doctors and nurses
make people better, that shows God’s love to
the patients. End by praying, ‘Thank you, Lord
Jesus.’ Then the children reply ‘Amen.’
Equipment Needed:
None
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1)

PRIMARY

Ask the children to stand in a circle.

2)
Explain that they are going to be praying
for children like Maurinho, and others who live
in Africa who need surgery and medical help.
And ask for three volunteers to help by reading
a prayer each from the worksheet pack. Agree
the volunteers before you begin.
3)
Ask the children to close their eyes – and
then ask the first volunteer to read Prayer A on
the sheet, for patients who cannot see. When
this volunteer says, ‘Thank you, Lord Jesus’,
everyone else replies, ‘Amen!’ They can open
their eyes again.
4)
Ask the children to sit down on the floor
– and then ask for the second volunteer to read
Prayer B on the sheet, for patients who cannot
walk properly because they have ‘windswept’
bent legs or twisted club feet. When they end
by saying ‘Thank you, Lord Jesus,’ everyone
else says ‘Amen!’
5)
Ask the children to stand back up and
make a heart shape, by placing both
their hands together – thumbs down
and fingers curled round to form an
‘m’ shape. Ask the last volunteer to
read Prayer C on the sheet, that the

PRIMARY

patients would know God’s love. When they
say ‘Thank you, Lord Jesus,’ everyone replies,
‘Amen.’
6)
Finally, read out some of the jobs that
Christian volunteers do on the ship: “Surgeon,
Nurse, Engineer, Cleaner, X-Ray person, Captain,
Computer expert, Writer, Cook, Teacher.” Ask
the children to mime and pretend to be doing
one of those jobs. Eg. One child might pretend
to be steering the ship with a giant wheel.
7)
End by leading the group in a final
prayer, thanking God for all the Christians who
go out and serve the poor in Africa. End with
‘Thank you, Lord Jesus’, and everyone replies
‘Amen.’
An alternative way to use the A, B and C prayers
is to set up three or more ‘Prayer stations’ and
let the children move round from station to
station, praying for patients, volunteer crew
and Africa.
Equipment Needed:
None

PRAYER
TEEN

1)
Explain to the group that they are going
to be spending some time praying for the
patients in Africa (like Maurinho), the volunteer
crew, and for Mercy Ships.
2)
Ask each person to spend 10 minutes
writing a short Psalm-style prayer. They can
use their Bibles and read Psalms to help give
them ideas.
3)
•
•
•
•
•

Each Psalm should include:
A line or verse praising and thanking God
A verse about Africa and the poor who
cannot get medical help
A verse about the patients who are treated
on the Africa Mercy
A verse about the volunteer crew
A verse thanking God that He shows His
love through Christians

4)
As the leader, you may want to prepare
your own prayer Psalm beforehand. Ask if
anyone would like to read their Prayer out. If
not, you can read yours as a prayer for the
whole group to pray along with you, or to read
a line each.
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TEEN

5)
You may also wish to end with a time of
quiet prayerful reflection on the whole session,
or inviting the group to take turns praying
aloud.
Equipment Needed:
Paper and pens
Bible

PRE-SCHOOL

PRAYER
PRIMARY
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TEEN

NOTES
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NOTES
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NOTES
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MAURINHO
T E A C H E R S

MERCY SHIPS UK
THE LIGHTHOUSE
12 M E A D WAY C O U R T
STEVENAGE
SG1 2EF
EMAIL: CHURCHES@MERCYSHIPS.ORG.UK

REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBERS
10 5 3 0 5 5 ( E N G L A N D & WA L E S)
S C 0 3 9 74 3 ( S C O T L A N D)
C O M PA N Y N O 3147 7 24

G U I D E

