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Support our voyage today

Mercy Ships 
A Mission of Hope
Sailing hospital ships  
to the coasts of Africa

Imagine you 
and your pupils 
are going on a 
voyage…

CLASSROOMS OF

Compassion
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Before we depart, here’s a checklist of 

what is included in this pack:

n   All aboard: Meeting Captain Tim and finding 

out about Mercy Ships

n   In the classroom: Where Mercy Ships have 

sailed to

n   Meet the patients: Sandrins and Vernel

n   Time to disembark: What we can achieve 

together

n   Back in the classroom: Fundraising ideas that 

are ready to go

n   A year at a glance

n   Pay in your fundraising

School assemblies

To help you spread the message of hope within 

your school, we can help to run assemblies. To 

check if we have an ambassador in your area 

please contact us. Alternatively, you can request 

our Assembly Pack which includes videos, 

presentations and materials for you to create your 

own Mercy Ships assembly.

Email schools@mercyships.org.uk for more 

information. 

The Schools Fundraising Crew are here 

to help!

This pack includes everything you need to make 

your event a success, but should you need any 

support or further materials  

please contact us.

Ahoy! 
Thank you for choosing to 

fundraise for Mercy Ships 

Join us for a day aboard the Africa Mercy to get an insight into our voyage 

of compassion. This booklet will tell you all about our unique floating 

hospital ships and what you can do to help us sail patients back to health.

Email us at

schools@mercyships.org.uk

Call us on

01438 727800

Visit us online at

www.mercyships.org.uk/schools

How t
o get 

in tou
ch

Ready to go? Let the voyage begin!

Also inlcuded:
Stickers and poster  

for your event 
(The poster can be photocopied 

or downloaded from the 
website - additional formats 

available)
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Ready to go? Let the voyage begin!

All aboard!  
Meet Captain Tim
You stand at the waterside and look up. The Africa Mercy is docked and ready 
to welcome patients on board for treatment which will transform their lives. 

Let’s go to the ship’s classroom

          a
nd find out more…

The scale of the ship is magnificent. You have been 
invited to take a look around today and you feel 
excited, intrigued and a little apprehensive as you 
board.

Ducking down into the cabin you let your eyes adjust 
to the light inside and are pleased to see the Captain 
and some of his crew that are here to greet you.

As the Captain and his crew leave, you walk off to 
explore. You feel a little overwhelmed at the size of 
the ship and worry that you will get lost. Just then a 
group of children arrive.

Hello! We live here on the Africa Mercy and 
will show you around today. There are wards, 
operating theatres, our school and even a 
Starbucks™ Café on board! Our parents are 
volunteers on the ship; they use their God-
given talents to help. Some are surgeons, 
engineers and cooks. We go to school on the 
ship and in our spare time we try to help the 
patients who come aboard feel comfortable. 
We are often found playing football on deck 
and helping out where we can.
Cerys (Pupil at Mercy Ships Academy)

You wonder what it would be like living and going to 
school on a ship. It must feel like such an adventure.

One of the children tells you about the hundreds of 
different things needed on the ship - from medical 
supplies, toilet rolls and toothbrushes, to food and 
water, hammers, drills, hoovers, school supplies, 
bedding and much more.

You realise how important the donations and 
fundraising are to keep this voyage of hope going.

Hello there. 
I’m Captain Tim. Pleased to welcome 

you aboard the Africa Mercy today. I’m 
one of several Captains that have worked for 
Mercy Ships over the years. In 1978 the first 

ever ship was purchased and converted into a 
floating hospital.

This is the largest charity hospital ship in the 
world. We have docked at over 580 ports and our 
focus is transforming, and very often saving, the 

lives of the world’s poorest people. We are inspired 
by how Jesus helped the sick and we constantly 
strive to make a difference to the world in need.

We have 450 talented and extraordinary volunteer 
surgeons, nurses, engineers and many other 

dedicated people aboard. Today you will meet 
some of them and find out how you can help us 

when you get back to your school.
I must dash, we have been docked here for 
nearly 10 months now and I must continue 

my preparation for our next voyage, we 
depart in 3 days!
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#classroomsofcompassion

Mercy Ships

The teacher, Mrs Richards, arrives. She 
tells you how the patients get the help 
that they so desperately need.

When the ship docks, sometimes 
there are thousands of people 
queuing for medical treatment. 
People often start queuing long 
before daybreak. Some have walked 
over the borders of three countries 
when they hear the ship is coming. 
Unfortunately, not all of them can be 
treated. During screening days, the crew 
decide who they can help on board. Their faith 
helps them through these difficult decisions. 

This reinforces to you how vital this ship is to 
these people. You feel such empathy for them but 
are reassured that they are shown such love and 
kindness by the crew here.

You ask what types of surgeries and treatments the 
patients receive. Mrs Richards tells you that they can 
have anything from basic eye and dental surgeries 
to cleft lip and limb correction. Often there are cases 
where people suffer from large growths on their 
faces or bodies.

You are led to an old fashioned blackboard and  
Mrs Richards pulls down a banner which has a 
drawing of a map on it. She points out where the 
ships have sailed to.

You enter a small classroom and sit  
down with the pupils. Looking out of  
the tiny window you wonder what  
it would be like to study  
while on a ship.

1 Senegal 1994, 1993

The Gambia 2002, 2000

Guinea-Bissau 1992

Guinea 2013, 2012, 1999,  
1998, 1992

Sierra Leone 2011, 2004, 2003, 2002, 
2001, 1993, 1992

Liberia 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005

Cote D’Ivoire 1992, 1991

Ghana 2012, 2011, 2007, 2006, 1995, 
1994, 1991

Togo 2012, 2010, 2003, 1996, 1995, 
1991, 1990

Benin 2017, 2016, 2009, 2008, 2004, 
2001, 2000, 1998, 1997

East London, South Africa 1997

Durban, South Africa 2010

Madagascar 2016, 2015, 2014, 1996
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In the classroom
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Meet the
patients

Sandrins’ Story
Her name is Sandrins, she’s 8 years old and her 

dream was to go to school with her twin sister 

Sandra. But Sandrins had a deformed right foot, 

which made walking to school too painful. She had 

to stay at home. Then her Mum heard about the 

free surgery available on the Africa Mercy, she got 

Sandrins an appointment, and now her steps are 

straight. Sandrins grins as she tells you proudly 

that her story is on the Mercy Ships website  

www.mercyships.org.uk and you make a note to 

watch it when you get back to your school.

You approach the counter and are delighted to see 

chicken and rice is being served. You grab a plate 

and find a table.

Already sitting at the table is 6 year old Vernel. He 

looks up and smiles. You notice that his lip looks 

a little different. 

One of the nurses is sitting with him, and she tells 

you his story... 

Vernel’s Story
He lives in a fishing village eight hours from 

Congo’s port city of Pointe-Noire. The cleft on the 

right side of his upper lip showed his pink gums 

and his front teeth stretched up to his nose. The 

nurse said that his father had told her he was  

bullied for looking different. 

Vernel’s father brought him onto the Africa Mercy. 

He knew God’s love was all around him. He didn’t 

have to worry about being teased; the crew loved 

Vernel from the moment he came aboard. They 

gave him balloons, let him play with the drums and 

he quickly came out of his shell. By the time the 

surgeons had repaired his cleft lip 

he’d forgotten he had it!

Vernel reaches out to high 

five you. You can’t believe 

this little boy was once 

bullied, he’s so happy and 

confident!

Eating lunch, you feel 

so privileged to have met 

these people and hear 

their stories. Your mind 

starts racing to what you can 

do to raise money for them and the 

thousands of others who are desperately waiting 

for life-saving treatment. 

Lunchtime. Lessons are finished for the morning. You make your way to the 

canteen and wonder what they will serve for lunch. As you take a tray and 

queue with the other children, you look around to see a little girl who is a 

patient on board, and you ask her about her story. 
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She leads you upstairs to the recovery ward. You glimpse through the door to see a row of beds all taken up 
with patients. You pass some pictures on the wall that show where fundraising money goes to.

Time to disembark
When you have finished lunch you decide to do some more exploring. You try 
to get your bearings. One of the children comes to help you and you ask her to 
take you to see one of the wards.

could help transform a 
child’s face with CLEFT LIP 

AND PALATE SURGERY    

£50
could buy 3 PAIRS OF  

UV-BLOCKING GLASSES to 
protect newly opened eyes 

from the bright glare of the sun 
following eye surgery

£10

could help GIVE 10 PEOPLE THEIR SIGHT and their life back through surgery

£400
could help with 100 ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERIES

£5,000
could help treat 5 

patients with CLUB 

FOOT

£250

You smile thinking of the exciting things you 

can do back at school to help raise money for 

Mercy Ships. It brings a feeling of inner peace, 

but just then you catch sight of the clock. It is 

time to disembark. 

Arriving at the exit you look out of the window 

and see the long row of people waiting to 

board ship for treatment. Some are cheering 

and some are looking very desperate for help. 

As you are saying a prayer for them, you feel a 

hand on your shoulder.

It is the Captain coming to wish you well.

You say goodbye and step onto the ramp 

feeling inspired to help keep the incredible 

voyage of hope sailing.

Goodbye!

Your gift TRIPLES to help provide lifesaving treatment

YOUR  
GIFT

YOUR GIFT

MULTIPLIED
3XOUR  

VOLUNTEERS
CORPORATE  

DONATIONS
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Help to Heal campaign
Run a series of events in your school – some 
ideas include:

n   Music for Mercy – hold a concert with 
a ticket price which is donated to Mercy 
Ships. Include some drinks for guests and 
showcase the musical talent in your school 
to parents and local dignitaries. Why not 
include a raffle to top up the donation 
amount?

n   The Big Turn Off – can you and your friends 
manage a day or even a few days without 
your phones, tablets or computers? Gather 
sponsors and take the challenge!

n   Silver for Surgery – collect silver coins for a 
day, week or month and see how much you 
can raise!

n   Miles for Mercy – can you do a sponsored 
run, swim, walk or cycle?

n   Bake and Buy – an alternative to a bring and 
buy sale, hold a cake fair and sell your bakes 
to your mates!

Lots of materials are available to help you run 
a Help to Heal campaign, including posters, 
newsletter templates, invitations, letter 
templates to parents and sponsor forms. There 
are more ideas on our website.

Back in the classroom
We hope you enjoyed your trip on the Africa Mercy, meeting the crew and the 
patients. You can really make a difference by raising funds for Mercy Ships, 
knowing that you’re changing lives like those of Sandrins and Vernel. 

So how can I help?

Choose Mercy Ships as your 

Charity of the Year

Take part in our Mercy Ships Year of 

Celebration. Follow our journey from when 

we arrive in port, throughout our 10-month 

service and celebrate our achievements. You 

will receive regular updates throughout the 

Year of Celebration, so you will see how your 

support really does make a difference.

Visit us online at
www.mercyships.org.uk/schools

for details

Other 
ideas 

our 

school 
could d

o...
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A year at a glance
Each year the Africa Mercy spends 10 months in a port delivering free 
healthcare to the world’s poorest people. 
During the other 2 months the ship is docked for routine maintenance and will sail to its next destination. We 
work with the local people to renovate buildings to use as dental and eye clinics, and train local medical staff 
so we leave a lasting legacy when we depart.

 Here is a glance to what we 

achieve during a year...

32,458 
DENTAL PROCEDURES

1,696 
LIFE-CHANGING SURGERIES

6,486
MEDICAL CONSULTATIONS

844
HEALTHCARE  

PROFESSIONALS TRAINED

47 
TRAINED IN NUTRITIONAL 

AGRICULTURE

48,799
DIRECT BENEFICIARIES

1,095 
VOLUNTEERS

52
NATIONALITIES

785,445
TOTAL  

CONTRIBUTED  

HOURS



Further materials  
to support your  
fundraising...

Visit us at 
www.mercyships.org.uk/schools
to find out more
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to the forgott
en poorHope and HealingBringing



to the forgott
en poorHope and Healing

Pay in your fundraising
Well Done!!!
Time to celebrate and tell us how you have  
raised your money
Please photocopy and complete this form and return it to us at the address below.

Our school raised     £

Please let us know what type of activity you organised.

If you are happy for us to use your story and pictures for Mercy Ships publicity please tick here 

You can pay by cheque (payable to Mercy Ships), credit/debit card or BACS

Details for credit/debit card
Type of card   Visa   Mastercard   Amex   Maestro
Card No. Issue No. (if Maestro) 
Valid from / Expiry date / Security code 

If you would like to pay your funds in by BACS please email schools@mercyships.org.uk and we can give you our bank details and a unique reference for your school to quote when making the transfer.

Your school’s details

Contact name at your school:

Job title:

Name of school:

Address:

        Postcode:

Telephone: 

Email:

Please post to: Mercy Ships UK, 12 Meadway Court, Stevenage, Hertfordshire SG1 2EFOr email to: schools@mercyships.org.uk
Once we have processed your income we will send you a thank you certificate to proudly display and celebrate your success.



Mercy Ships UK, The Lighthouse, 12 Meadway Court, Stevenage SG1 2EF
www.mercyships.org.uk | schools@mercyships.org.uk | Tel: 01438 727800            

         
Registered Charity No’s: 1053055 (England & Wales), SCO39743 (Scotland). Company No: 3147724 (England & Wales)

The galley prepares and  
serves an average of

9,000 meals per week 
to crew, ward patients  

and visitorsThe Africa Mercy has a fleet of 27 vehicles which are used all day, every day when the ship is in port

Since 1978 we  
have visited 

54 nations 
with 589 port 

visits and  
counting

The length of the 
Africa Mercy is 

152 metres 
(nearly as long as  
2 football pitches)

Did you know fun facts...

twitter.com/mercyshipsuk           facebook.com/mercyshipsuk instagram.com/mercyshipsuk

Ahoy! 

There are  
5 operating 
theatres  

on board

Each year more than 

1,600 volunteers from over 50 nations 
give their time to serve on the ship


